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Abstract: Changes in Climate are already felt across

the globe, but some countries are more villnerable to climate

impacts than others and small island countries lie in this zone.
This paper discusses the plight of small island states who are
at risk of extinction and at the same time it presents the
epistemology of Global South in dealing and influencing
climate change policies. The main aim of this paper is to
manifest in the identities of small island states which are being
subjected as the object of the western knowledge discourse
and thereby lacking in development of any substantive platform
1o voice their needs and demands. The subaltern school provides
a different vantage point while dealing with the problem af
climate change as it re-locates the power of knowledge from
the west to the Global south (SIDS). Thereby, bringing out the
paradox that some countries are bearing the burden of
extinction because the powerful west is more concerned about
their development or egotism.
Key words-Climate Change, Global South, Subalterns, Contribution.
The changing climatecondition iswidely regardedas oneof

themost seriousglobalthreats ofthe2 st century. Untilthe middleof
20th centurythe Earth's climatewasregarded as unchanging, but it is
now known to be in a continuous and delicate stateof flux.
Climatedisasters likefloods, droughts, tsunami, cyclones
andrecently thedisastrous fires inAmazon basinin Brazil,the
bushfiresin Australia, rise insea leveland increased fluencyof
tsunamis andeyclones we faceevery year isa clearsignthat it is one
of themajor threats that the worldis facing today which
hasnosovereign boundaries. Butfor few,the changein
climaticconditions have costtheirlives and theseare mostlysmall
developing islandswho arethe worstaffected dueto rise insea level.
[tisn't a lesser-known fact thatvarious low-lying islandssuch
asTuvalu, Kiribati.and theSolomon Islandsand evenSundarhans
arefacing crisisdueto the risein sea level. The problem ofrise in
sealevel and changesin climate isnotnew to theworld. It wasrealized
way backin 1992 withthe formation ofUNFCCC.and adoption
ofKyoto Protocolin 1997, butwith anothervear of failureof COP=
25itseemsclimatechange isa hoax. Failure inimplementingthe
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ParisAgreement, acallto keep the temperatureto
1.5 degrees Celsiusand continuous reports
ofthelntergovernmental Panel onClimate
Change (IPCC)regarding thedangers mostof
theselow-lying island countries are facing have
raised certain concerns about the frivolous
attitude of theworld towardsfighting
climatechange (IPCC, 2018: Summary for
Policymakers. In: Global Warmimgof 1.5°C, 2018)
Thisraises certain gquestionsthat need
addressal, questionslike Is GlobalClimate
changing oris it ahoax? Who are theworst
affectedby changein climaticconditions anddo
theyhavea voice oftheir own? Will thechanges
in theinstitutional structures
improvetheirconditions or there isa need
forsubstantive effort in theirrepresentation?
SIDScurrently areat themercy ofinternational
conferenceswhere policiesare dominatedby the
westerninterests. Hence thispaper analyses
theway in whichwvoicing thesmall islands could
bringout new insights whiledealing with climate
change. In the wakeofclimate changeever since
theParis Agreement in2015, there hasbeen
growing concern regardingrise in sea leveland
limiting the emissionofgreenhouse gases.
Lookingat the SpecialReport onOcean and
Cryospherein achanging climate byl PCC, which
ifwe try

emissionsto

statesthat even tolimit
thegreenhousegases
desirablelimits coastaleities acrossthe
worldwould seestormsof the century. (IPCC,
2019: Summary for Policymakers. In: [PCC
Special Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere
in a Changing Climate, 2019) According to
Antonio Guterres, UNFCCC secretary general,
"we arerunning out of time", he emphasized
onthe issue of |.5degrees temperatureincrease,
this could be devastating forcoastal and island
dwellers (Harvey, Doherty, & Watts,
201 8)Evidence like these have continuously
been displayed in conferences and anotheryear
of failure-COP-25, has shown theserious lackof
intent bymajor countries. America’s claim
todepart fromthe Paris Agreement.after

theelection of Trumpasthe President, and
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hiscontinuous remarks regarding hamperingof economybecause
of environment regulationsseems incongruent withelimate
changemitigation. His criticism against theGreen Climate
Fund.calling it a schemetoredistribute wealth from rich to poor
countries only show that, climate change for richand
powerfuleountries likellS isn'toceurring (BBC, 2018)Similarly,
Brazil'snew Presidentlain Bolsonaro hasgrumbled thatenvironment
policyis 'suffocating policy'.He hasalsothreatened towithdraw
Brazilfrom Parisagreement onclimate changeand hasalsopromised
toremove someprotection forthe Amazonrainforest. SaudiArabia
ontheother hand hasbeen delaying theprocess ofcarbon limitation
onone handand onthe other haspositioned itself asthe voice
ofdeveloping stateseven though ithasvast oil wealth. (Intercept,
2019) Thereare a lotof issues rangingfromimplementation ofParis
ClimateAccord, Carbonmarket. Financing andchallengesinvolved
with mitigationand adaptation. Even though2 020 wasthe deadlinefor
thedeveloped countries to cut theiremissions as discussed inthe
Cancun and Copenhagen summit. Similarly,2020 was also the
deadline for 100 billion dollars to beprovided to thepoor countries
bythe developed aswell as toclarify their NationalDetermined
Contribution aspledged inthe Paris ClimateAgreement. Ina
nutshellthese conferences havebeen a failure,rising from lackof
commitment aswell asdetermination in mitigatingelimate changeby
maosteountries. Despite continuousalarms by IPCC and dataoflives
lost dueto climate change disaster certaincountries have chosen
to stay immune. But one thing is clearthat if the |.5temperature
isnot maintainedlow lvingislands likeMaldives,which isconsidered
asa paradise may not remain.

The people of Tuvalu whosurvive on agricultureand
fishing arenot giving upyet. Butthey may have toevacuate their
home inthe coming 10 vears. Tuvalu may wellbecome the first nation
in theworld to disappear due to globalwarming. Another such case
is of Sundarbans, itcontains the world'slargest mangroveforest
andhas beenrecognizedasa worldheritage site. As perthe
Universityof Kolkataits 4,150,000,000tonnes ofcarbon dioxide
aresoaking in thispart oflndia. According tolndian express
{2015).one island on the Bengal Bay 'shrinking island’, which can
lose 22000 bighas of landand multiple villagesand couldeven
beremoved from themap soon.'Ghoramara'and Lohachara' islandof
Sundarbansdelta isthe mostaffected zoneof coastallndiadue to
climate change. With the riskof getting submergedarises the
problemofrefugees, wherealready 10,000people havebecome
refugeesby movingto eitherSagar Island orKolkata. Maldives hasa
fragilelow-1yingsmall islandecosystem. Itis extremelyvulnerable
toclimate change, with rise in sea level. The IPCC estimated a project
sea level nse off).09m to 0.88m from1990-2001 (IPCC, 2001).
Themagnitude rise insea levelthreatens the veryexistence oflife
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andlivelihood ofMaldives. Climate change and
consequentrise in sealevel posesdanger to the
country ashalf the population ofthe country
live within | (0m ofcoastline and 1m risein sea
level wouldsubmerge 8B0% ofthecountry's land.
(Paradise almost lost: Maldives seek to buy a
new homeland, 2008) Maldives is a perfect
example to illustrate the link between climate
change, humanitarian, and migration. "We do
notthink we areasking for much. We are
justsaying please donot kill us".Maldives
President MohamedNasheedeven heldan
underwatercabinet meetingin lead-upto
theCopenhagen conferencein 2009 to illustrate
the threat that climate change poses to their
very existence. (BBC, 2009)

Major Challenges Faced by Small
Island Developing States. The IPCC
specialreport on 1. Sdegrees ofwarming, which
createdinternationalmedia waves upon
itspublication in October 2018 specifically
highlights theinequities in thedistribution and
severityof the effectsof climate changeand
thegravity ofthe disasterthat globalwarming
tol.5 degreesabovepre-industrial levelswill
bring (IPCC, 2018: Summary for Policymakers.
In: Global Warming of 1.5°C, 2018).

In Global Warming of 1.5°C, 2018)
Theywill be mostseverely impacted, andsmall
island nationswere underscoredas
beingaparticularly vulnerablegroup(Darby
2018).Significantand institutional behavior
change.and effective multilateralgovernance
will benecessary to haveadequate adaptation
andmitigation efforts, andwith currentclimate
governance and policy, it is likely that global
warming will exceed 2 degrees. Today there
isrampant inequityin power andrepresentation
ofdifferent groupsinclimate negotiations. The
problemwhile dealing withclimate change
forsmalldeveloping states is that they lackthe
resources to fully participatein thedevelopment
of new internationalnorms and policiesand
currently there isnoframework to enhance
theircapacity to have meaningfulparticipation
in thedevelopment of climate policies or to
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Furthermore,there is noexisting frameworkthat willhelp these
nationsdevelop technicalpowernecessary to participate and carry
out climate policies. Another challengeis thatMultilateral
EnvironmentAgreementssuch asthe ParisAgreement have different
locations for the secretariat and venues for COPF, which makes it
difficult for small countries with limited budgets to send their
representatives. This eventually leads to the problem of
participation by the countries who are most vulnerable. The power
disparity between developed and developing nations has not gone
unrecognized. For instance, if we look at this problem from a legal
perspective the ideaof common but differentiatedresponsibilities
wasincorporated in the global response to climate change during
the Earth Summit. As faras transferof resourcesareconcerned many
developed countries are not willingto channel fundsthrough the
GreenClimate Fund anditcontinues to be atiny player inInternational
Chmate finance (Kumar 2015 BBC2017). Data of 201 5reveals that
theGreen Climate Fundhad received pledgesworth 10 billion dollars
but had only receivedless than 1 billiondollars (Upton2015)Another
yearof failurewas COP-25 wherecountries weresupposed
toreviewand submit ther™NDC (Mationally DeterminedContribution
aspledged inthe ParisAgreement. But there is no commitment to it
aswell.

Conclusion- Governments have been reluctantto take
intoconsideration the questionsandissues relatedtoenvironment
justiceandequity thatis"who getswhat,why andhow much, who
can affordhelp and who cannot,why some communities
arepoisoned andothers escapeand whysome populationsare
studiedwhile othersgetleft off the researchagenda (Pachlke.eds.
1995:250) But, the case is just opposite, where nationshave been
ignoreddue totheir lack ofresources andas mentionedabove
becauseof power disparity. Various reportsof IPCCor
anyorganization workingon climatechange haveclearlyshown the
signs thatglobal climate ischanging, and itis not justin
thesereports, but people havestarted experiencingit. Countries
might haveignored the efficacyof theagreements onclimate change
andthe urgencyto adaptthe regulations but peopleacross the
globehave come upto speak againsttheirgovernments as well.even
kids like GretaThunberg have madeit clear thattheywould not give
up withouta fight. Climate changemight lead
doomsdayforeverybody but for some it will come soon. People

to

living near the small islands run therisk of extinctionas
theirlivelihood is atrisk. Majorconcern then arisesfrom thefactthat
even ifwe acknowledge thealarming situation andtheneed for
urgency,thecentral query remainsunsolved, thatis whathas been
doneso farto accomplishit.Efforts of organizationslike
AOSISworking onthe behal fof smallisland stateshavepartially been
successfulbutthe challengesare far morethan thesuccess
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stories. These small island countriesface
financial aswell technical obstaclesbut
mostimportantly they lackthe powerful
advocacy.Even thoughthey were ableto
voicetheir demands at the policy level, but they
lack in creating their own identity within
theglobal AODSISas
organizationhas madeits way throughthe

framework. an
globalplatform but thelack oftechnical
andeconomic assistancehas made themrely
onpowerful countries Reliance on theWest
then again leadsto the paradoxicaldiscourse
ofcreating subjectivity.Acknowledging the
factthat smallislandcountrieslack the
knowledge todeal with climatechange, but this
knowledgeneeds to belocally producedand
intheinterests ofitspeople andtosuit
theinterestsof thewest.

TheThird WorldApproaches to
International Lawschool argues thattreaties
take awest- centricap preoach and
embodyexplicit andimplicit norms thatins
titutionalize inequalities by prescribing
standard solutions toan unequal world.
Like ADSI S, contributions of thesesmall island
statesto international climatepolicy might
beeffective if they are provided with resources
and listening, engaging, and empoweringthose
who aremost severely impactedmust be
thecornerstone of globalclimategovernance

now and in the future.
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